SHEFFIELD NORTH DEANERY

MISSION SECTOR

Minutes of Meeting of 12 March 2007 – Hillsbrough

Present:


City Centre:
Philip Jakob




Corrie Percival


Crookes:
Columba Timmins

Deepcar:
Ann Whitfield

Hillsbrough: 
Rita Kaye




Derek Kaye




Ailsa Rodgers

Fr Shaun Smith


Parsons X:
Anne Fretwell


Penistone:
Rene Columbo




Pat Punt




Chris Wood

Apologies:


Hillsbrough:
Dorothy Savage


Deepcar:
Mary Graham


Crosspool:
John Green

1.
Prayer & Introductions

2.
Roles and Responsibilities

Chairperson – it was agreed that the host parish (revolving basis for meetings) might provide a chairperson

Secretary – it was proposed that this ideally should be the same person at each meeting to provide continuity.

Fr Shaun Smith agreed to Chair this meeting and Philip Jakob to take minutes

3.
Formation of Interest sub-groups

From a brief survey of members interests it was agreed that at this stage there was not a need for subgroups. 

4.
How are the dimensions of Mission working?

Deepcar reported that the Covenant with the Poor was in place, that people were aware and that a % of parish income was diverted to this.

St Marie’s reported that there were regular reports buit that overall awareness of the Covenant was patchy.

We questioned whether the Covenant featured as a campaign, in Mass and in bidding prayers

Hillsbrough maintained a high profile for the Covenant with a % of parish income and fund-raising events. Most were aware and there were two special masses for the Covenant

St Vincent’s have a variety of activities which would be embraced by the Covenant

We posed the question as to whether parishes might be invited to consider green energy as suppliers.

Should we just get on with good deeds and not call it/force it into Covenant with the Poor? Perhaps we should keep using the phrase but flesh out the content.

LiveSimply had entered some parishes very effectively. There was a perception that it was a young people’s thing. Though this was not widely held it was agreed that the more the church becomes political the less irrelevant/hypocritical the Church will appear to young people. It was about making the radical side of Christ more visible in our churches.

The LiveSimply promises perhaps needed some tweaking. Individuals in parishes might be invited to write down their commitment and display this for the help of others. The web-based promises could still be made after this or submitted en bloc in the case of those unable to access the web. The Promises Bank was to feature at the Diocesan Contacts day in Wickersley.

Hillsbrough had decided to invite folk in church to write their ‘promise’, place this in a basket along with the offertory collection and later tabulate the promises.

There was scant awareness of the existence of the Commission for Mission and Unity.

There had not been much take up of Housegroups. The Cathedral was starting to develop these through Lectio Divina. It was not known what use of the LiveSimply house group material was being used.

The Cathedral recognised that LiveSimply featured regularly in the homilies of one of its priests.

5.
Exploration of what we can do together

Philip reported that, at a recent National meeting of Churches Together in Britain & Ireland, the General Secretary Bob Fyffe had indicated that there were certain issues on which all denominations were engaged, that this represented substantial ground for Christian Unity and ecumenical development. These included 

· The future of our planet

· Justice & peace in the world

· Hospitality to the stranger

It was also noted that these were issues on which the young and the secular world were becoming vexed. Such ideas as eco-congregations, Just Church, LiveSimply, Noah Project and Christian Aid’ climate change initiative were testament to this energy across the denominations. What was needed was concerted ecumenical activity and this might be more possible at local level.

We were alerted to the fact that there should be in place Parish Contacts for Church Unity

Can this sector propose that Church Unity be achieved also through action?

Perhaps this sector will look at Mission across its deanery and promote the sharing of action locally in the ecumenical context?

The following were cited:

· That some magazines should be I our parishes eg New International, Ethical Consumer

· Fairtrade

· Join Practical Action, a group base on Schumacher’s ‘small is beautiful’ concept

· Survival Pack for Asylum Seekers – Phil to investigate and circulate (example seen in Holy Rude, Stirling)

· Was there a Victims of Torture Group in Sheffield?

· Hillbro had established a J&P area in the church. Might all churches do this so that the inescapable link between liturgy and action is reinforced.

· Bruce Kent in recent article in Universe applauded the Bishops for their stance on Trident renewal but asked where this was being taken up in the parishes and by church agencies.

· Who are our Pax Christi people? Who writes to MPs on issues? There may be people in our parishes who are living this witness but we do not recognise this in our parishes! What about CND, GreenPeace and Friends of the Earth etc

6.
Future events


17 March
Parish J&P Contacts in Wickersley


12 May
Diocesan LiveSimply Music Day in Wickersley


2 June

National J&P Network (NJPN)meeting in Doncaster, St Peter’s


20-22 July
NJPN Conference, Swanwick, Derbyshire


Do we want to plan anything as Deanery?

7.
Next Meeting


7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, Talbot Road, Penistone


Agenda: 

What is J&P in your parish? In your locality?



What is missing?


The agenda is also your homework!

Please try to car share – Philip (0114 273 7139) will leave the Cathedral at 6.45pm with Corrie and Columba, collecting Anne on the way.

Philip Jakob

13 March 2007 on train to London!

